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find Shiva, by the side of VisAnu, although,
the god of the Shivaists realty bears a
palatal initial, and the name of the rival
deity an ordinary sh.

D, n, and t are linguals or tongue sounds
in English, but dentals in Italian. The
countrymen of Dante pronounce the poet's
name by pressing the tip of their tongue
against the teeth. Sanskrit has two letters
for each of the three consonants, but the
phonetic distinction is hardly noticeable to
an Englishman, and has grammatical rather
than literary value. For this reason, we
transliterate Indian linguals (Vishnu) and
dentals (Mami) alike.